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Labor Day 
 
     Labor Day is the first Monday in September.  This year it is September 7, 2009. 
More than 100 years have come and gone and there is still a conflict about the originator. 

 
     Some records show that Peter J. McGuire, general secretary of 
the Brotherhood of Carpenters and Joiners and a cofounder of the 
American federation of Labor was the founder. He is quoted in 
suggesting a day to honor the laborers “who from rude nature have 
delved  and carved all the grandeur we behold.” Many believe the 

holiday was founded by Matthew McGuire, a machinist, not Peter McGuire.  
     The first Labor Day was celebrated on Tuesday, September 5, 1882, in New York City. This 
was done in the plans of the Central Labor Union. In 1884 the first Monday in September was 
selected as the holiday to celebrate.  The Central Labor Union urged similar 
organizations in other cities to follow the example led by New York  to 
celebrate a “workingmen’s holiday” on that date. By 1894, 23 other states had 
adopted the holiday of workers. June 28 of that year, Congress passed an act 
making the first Monday in September of each year a legal holiday. 
Still later, by a resolution of the American Federation of Labor convention of 
1909, the Sunday preceding Labor Day was adopted as Labor Sunday and dedicated  to the 
spiritual and educational aspects of the labor movement. 
 
Quotations for Labor Day: 
**God sells us all things at the price of labor.  ~Leonardo da Vinci 
**Without labor nothing prospers.  ~Sophocles 
**Labor was the first price, the original purchase-money that was paid for all things. It    was not 
by gold or by silver, but by labor, that all wealth of the world was originally purchased.  ~Adam 
Smith 
**Take a rest; a field that has rested gives a bountiful crop.  ~Ovid 
**A mind always employed is always happy.  This is the true secret, the grand recipe, for 
felicity.  ~Thomas Jefferson 
**Heaven is blessed with perfect rest but the blessing of earth is toil.  ~Henry van Dyke 
**Labor Day is a glorious holiday because your child will be going back to school the next day.  
It would have been called Independence Day, but that name was already taken. 
~Bill Dodds 
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