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A Message From Our Community Lay Director

Happy New Year!

January
Dates to Remember
Eastern Shore Community Gathering-Jan. 11,
2014 at Cheriton Baptist
Church, Cheriton, VA. Covered Dish at 5:30 P.M.
Worship at 6:30 P.M.
Eastern Shore Chrysalis
Board Meeting– Jan. 21,
2014, 7:00 P.M. at Mears
Memorial UMC, Keller, Va.
Newsletter articles DUE
for Feb.’s Walk Way—
Jan. 20, 2014. PLEASE
DON’T BE LATE!!! Please
send articles in MSWord
Document! (TY)
Eastern Shore Emmaus
Board Meeting—Jan. 27,
2014 at 7:00 P.M. Woodberry UMC, Gargatha, VA.
“Northern Shore” Emmaus Gathering— Saturday, Jan. 25, 2014, 6:00
P.M. Covered Dish, 7:00
P.M. Praise and Worship
at College Parkway Baptist
Church, 301 College Parkway, Arnold, Md.

By now you’ve made all your New Year resolutions, and you have already
mastered them, right?
Why do most New Year resolutions pertain to our weight, our organization
skills (or lack of), or bad habits? Psalm 40:3 reads: He put a new song in my
mouth, a hymn of praise to our God. Wouldn’t it be great if we made a resolution
to be more joyful?
A life without joy is like a piano out of tune, or a bone out of joint; it just
doesn’t function properly. We can do nothing well without joy. Yes, God will give
us a new song in our mouths and a hymn of praise to our
God. As a community, a family, or congregation, we can take
this promise and turn our joy and song into laughter. We are
a country that has forgotten how to laugh.
In a world of “overload”, it almost comes naturally to find the worst in
everything, or become the devil’s advocate, or to create a worst-case scenario.
With God’s promise, why shouldn’t we be able to find the good in all things and
to turn that into sheer joy, and give Him the glory!
No matter what your New Year resolutions are, turn your thoughts to all
the wonderful things that God has blessed us with. Take the time to build precious memories with friends, relatives, colleagues, team members and within the
entire Emmaus Community. Make 2014 a year in which joy is present in all you
do.
May God bless each of you this year!

Tim Johnson
Community Lay Director
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A Word From Our Spiritual Director
“So if you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, where Christ is, seated at the right
hand of God. Set your minds on things that are above, not on things that are on earth, for you have died,
and your life is hidden with Christ in God.” (Colossians 3:1-3 – NRSV)
Wow…I can’t believe it’s already 2014! It seems the older I get, the faster the new year comes along. For New
Year’s Eve, I spent a quiet evening home with my son playing board games, eating lots of good food, and, of course,
staying up late to usher in the New Year. As we watched the festivities leading up to the big moment, I was intrigued,
and somewhat troubled, to listen to different people share resolutions and hopes
for the New Year. The trend that I noticed was that most of the hopes shared were
centered on worldly things…centered on self. I heard very few people hoping for
things beyond themselves. There were plenty of wishes for career advancement,
good school performance, prosperity…but very few for world peace, for an end
to world hunger, for an end to violence in our world, for an end to homelessness
and widespread unemployment. This is not to say that God is not interested in our
individual lives and our prosperity; God certainly wants the best for all of us! But
I believe that God’s idea of prosperity is much greater than our idea of prosperity,
and it’s grounded in the basic understanding that God wants us to prosper in our
spirit…not in our bank accounts…not in the things of this world. We find true
meaning and true happiness in life when we set ourselves on the things of the
Heavenly Kingdom, not on the things of this world. We truly prosper when we
understand that our lives are measured by a standard that is very different than the
standards of this world. And we do this by first understanding that we are a new creation in Christ Jesus. When we accept Christ into our lives, the old self dies away, and we are raised to new life just as Christ Jesus was raised to new life.
Thanks be to God! Amen!
You know…I love this time of year. We just celebrated the birth of Jesus, or the moment when the Savior of all
humankind entered into the world. With Jesus came hope! We find hope in knowing that the Savior has come, and
through him we can have new life. We also are celebrating a New Year, or the time when we can lay to rest our old,
tired, worn-out dreams, and look to a new beginning. In Christ we find new beginnings…and the New Year symbolizes
a fresh start also! This is a great time of year to renew ourselves in faith…to re-center our lives on Jesus Christ, the author of our salvation. And as we reconnect with Christ, we can refocus our priorities in life to the things of greatest importance…that is, the work of the Kingdom. We need to take some time to search ourselves…to search our priorities.
Where are we investing our time, our money, our thoughts and dreams? Are we
dreaming of career advancement and prosperity…the things of this world? Or are we
dreaming of growing closer to Christ and working more faithfully to fulfill God’s
work here on earth? Friends…it’s never too late to refocus ourselves on Christ Jesus.
If we search ourselves and find much lacking in faith…then let’s do something about
it! There’s nothing wrong with finding things in our lives that are out of alignment
with God…the only thing that’s wrong is when we don’t do anything about it.
As we think about our spiritual lives in this New Year, let us consider the
principles of discipleship that we learned in the Emmaus community. We learned
that our life of discipleship is built upon piety, study, and action. In other words…our
lives as disciples are dependent on what we focus our hearts on, what we focus our
minds on, and what we focus our hands and feet on. Is there more that we can do in
our spiritual disciplines? Do we need to dedicate more time to studying our faith?
Are we actively working to build up the Kingdom of God? Let us carefully consider these important questions as we
seek to focus ourselves on the things above, and not on the things of this world. And as we do so, we will find true happiness and true prosperity of spirit. God bless us all as we search ourselves and reconnect ourselves to Jesus Christ.
Thanks be to God! Amen!

Derek Tomek
Spiritual Director
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Eastern Shore Chrysalis
Fly With Christ!
To God be the Glory for everything that is
happening. We all need to continue praying for
our Chrysalis/Emmaus community. We need to
What a year Chrysalis has had. And, then we end be thinking how we can spread the word about
the year with celebrating the birth of our Lord and Sav- Chrysalis and who we can ask to Fly. I am asking
everyone to think about how we can raise monior, Jesus Christ. We all know that all the things that
have happened to Chrysalis was done only with God on ey to help us have RUSH’s and to build up our
scholarship fund. Our community was there for
our Team. Our prayers were answered and our Flight
was held just before Thanksgiving. What a better time; us in 2013 and I know that 2014 will be a year
for us to continue to build. I want to personally
so we could give thanks to our Lord for all that happened on that weekend. Now it is up to us to continue thank everyone who had a part in our wonderful
year. I pray that 2014 will be a wonderful year
this into 2014. The first step that we need to do is to
present our Next Steps program to the new Butterflies. for everyone. I know that this will be as long as
This has been scheduled for Jan. 25 at 3 pm to be held we remember to keep God number one in our
at Franktown UMC. We will follow this with a covered
life. Thank you to everyone again and God Bless.
dish dinner and then fun. Remember, in order to team,
you have to attend this event.
Fly with Christ,
To the teams of ESC 21 and 22, we are planning
a team critique before Next Steps at 2 pm. We are ask- Gordon Ward Jr
ing all team members who can come to please attend so
we can find out how you thought the weekend went.
We would also like to answer any questions that some Chrysalis Community Lay Director
of you may have. I know that the teaming process was
quick and we had several new teamers to Chrysalis. I
would like all of you to feel comfortable so that you will
come back. We are in the process of scheduling Flights
for both boys and girls and we will need your help.
Watch the website for these dates. We will post them
as soon as we can.
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Outreach
Greetings, and happy new year to all.

January 23 - January 26, 2014

Every year some of us make New Year’s resolutions.
Why don't we all make one very good resolution. Resolve to spend time talking with God every day. Spend
time reading scripture. Get into the word. Let us deepen our relationship with the Master. Pray that we may
be better servants to His kingdom.

El Shaddai Emmaus of Indiana
Men's Walk #166
Terre Haute, Indiana

Pray for one another.
Pray for the January walks and our own upcoming
walks in April. Remember, every one of us has an open
invitation to sit daily at the Masters feet.
De Colores!
Barbara Taunitas
Outreach Chairperson

January 16 - January 19, 2014
Billings Emmaus
Men's Walk #66
Billings, Montana
January 18 - January 20, 2014
Noahs of Ark Emmaus
Men's Walk #26
Jacksonville, Arkansas
Noahs of Ark Emmaus
Women's Walk #26
Jacksonville, Arkansas
January 22 - January 25, 2014
Central Alabama Emmaus
Men's Walk #159
Lanett, Alabama

Billings Emmaus
Women's Walk #67
Billings, Montana
Greater Dayton Emmaus
Men's Walk #57
Dayton, Ohio
La Mesa De Dios Emmaus
Men's Walk #55
Lamesa, Texas
January 30 - February 2, 2014

Blue Lake Emmaus
Women's Walk #233
Pace, Florida
El Shaddai Emmaus of Indiana
Women's Walk #167
Terre Haute, Indiana
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Prayer Team
Hi Emmaus Prayer Team!
It’s been a great year praying for so many special prayer requests and passing them on to the
community. It is a blessing to see God answer so many prayers and concerns. I would like to take
this time to thank you for your dedication and support for this ministry. We have at the present time

100 families taking part. We know prayer changes things!
Starting in January, I will be passing this position on to Steve Johnson. He will also notify you in
January. Please contact him at EmmausPrayerTeam@gmail.com. For your prayer requests as of
January 1st.
If by some reason you do not receive a notice from Steven, Please let me know so as we can make
any adjustments needed to keep the prayer team at it’s best. May everyone have a HAPPY AND
HEALTHY NEW YEAR.
Again I thank you!
Blessings to All!
Janice Marshall
Outgoing Prayer Team Coordinator

Pray Without Ceasing1 Thessalonians 5:17

Blessings Through Christ,
Steve Johnson
Emmaus Prayer Team Coordinator
757-990-2124
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Roster, Facebook, and Newsletter
“The Walk Way”
A newsletter for the
Eastern Shore
Emmaus Community
Greetings to everyone! The Emmaus
Directory is being revised by Allan
Burns. Please remember that if you
notice errors in the current directory,
please contact Allan by sending an email to:
easternshoreemmaus@yahoo.com ,

or send a note to P. O. Box 91,
Franktown, VA 23354.

email about the end of January.
It is important to the community to keep the information as
up to date as possible. Thank
you!!!
You may also request to be
a part of the Eastern Shore Emmaus & Chrysalis Facebook Page—
for community only!
Please make sure we know
your walk number too, if possible!!!

month before it is to be included
(Jan. 20th for Feb. newsletter!).

Please be sure to check
the Website often as we give
you current happenings and we
update pilgrim lists almost daily
just before the walks!

The newsletter will be sent
(esemmaus.org)
as soon as all articles are received
Blessings to each of you,
as close to the first of the month as
and a very Happy New Year!
possible!

Please send ANY updated information you may have such as adGail Deans
dresses, marriages, or deaths. If you
Articles to be included in
would like a copy of the roster sent to the Walk Way are to be sent to the Newsletter Editor
you, please contact Allan. Allan plans editor on or by the 20th of the
to distribute the revised directory by

Eastern Shore Emmaus
P. O. Box 91
Franktown, Virginia 23354

We are on the Web
www.esemmaus.org

