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The Walk Way
Eastern Shore Emmaus

A Message From Our Community Lay Director
Hello Emmaus Friends,
Are you prepared for Christmas?

December
Dates to Remember
Eastern Shore Community Gathering- December
13, 2014 at Woodberry
UMC, 18121 Lankford
Hwy, Gargatha VA. Covered Dish at 5:30, Worship at 6:30.
Eastern Shore Chrysalis
Board Meeting– No
meeting in December.
Newsletter articles DUE
for January’s Walk Way—
December 20, 2014.
PLEASE DON’T BE LATE!!!
Please send articles in
MSWord Document! (TY)
Eastern Shore Emmaus
Board Meeting— No
meeting for December.

I don’t know about you but the “hustle and bustle” of Christmas can get so chaotic that we miss the real reason of the season. If you’re like me there are the
family traditions, neighborhood or staff parties, and gift exchanges that grab
much of the attention. Don’t forget trimming the tree, decorating
the house, addressing cards, and shopping off a wish list.
Are you prepared for Christmas?
I love to open up the Gospel lessons and read and reflect on the birth narratives
fresh. The wonderful story of a babe in Bethlehem who becomes the savior of
the world grabs my attention anew. The beautiful carols touch my spirit with
peace, comfort, and joy when I slow down to listen with my heart. The gift of my
salvation is all wrapped up in this story if I choose to receive it again. It is a gift of
grace! It’s the gift of eternal life!
Are you prepared for Christmas?
We as the Emmaus community have been blessed with the presence of the Christ
Spirit throughout 2014. It’s my hope that we can gather in mass on December
13th at Woodberry UMC and celebrate the birth story of Jesus with awe and wonder as a community. O come, all ye faithful and sing from the bottom of your
hearts; “O come let us adore him, O come, let us adore him, O come, let us adore
him, Christ the Lord”. Let us “come and worship” as we are prepare for Christmas! What a joyous way to enter into this holy season with the family of faith as
an Emmaus Community. May your Christmas be bright in reflection of that holy
night.
Merry Christmas,

Tim Johnson

Page 2

The Walk Way

A Word From Our Spiritual Director
“If you love me, keep my commands. And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help
you and be with you forever—the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him
nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you. I will not leave you as orphans; I
will come to you. Before long, the world will not see me anymore, but you will see me. Because I live, you
also will live.” (John 14:15-19 – NIV)
As I sit at my desk writing this article, I’m in utter disbelief that the Christmas season is already upon
us. Don’t get me wrong, I love this time of year…but it seems to arrive faster and faster each
year. When I was a child, the time leading up to Christmas seemed to move agonizingly slow,
especially as visions of stockings and gifts danced through my head. Now, as an adult, all the
responsibilities that come along with the season now rest upon my shoulders…and there just
don’t seem to be enough days. There are family visits to coordinate, church services to plan,
Christmas dinners to attend, Christmas dinners to host, gifts to buy, decorations that need to be
adorned…the list goes on and on. It exhausts me to just think about it. And yet, when Christmas
morning finally arrives, there is a peace that falls over us. After all the hustle and bustle, we finally get to sit down and breathe in the peacefulness of the season. I love the holiday season!
You know, after all that talk about the Christmas season, I think I need to clarify the season from a
Christian perspective. According to most Christian calendars we’re actually in the season of Advent, which
consists of the four weeks leading up to Christmas. Christmastide, or the official Christmas season, is actually
the period of time spanning from Christmas Eve to Epiphany. That may sound unusual because it does not
reflect the way that we actually experience the Christmas season in our churches and our personal lives…of
course, we need to recognize that the consumer side of Christmas drives that experience more so than our
faith perspective.
Now, truth be told, nothing bad is going to happen to us if our life experience doesn’t conform
to the Christian calendar. The reason I write this is that I hope to illuminate the gift that we have following
the Christian seasons. This is the season of Advent! Advent is a time of hope and anticipation…a time of expectancy as we await the arrival of our Messiah. I recently found a
wonderful definition for Advent (which, by the way, means ‘coming’) that goes like
this: A dvent is the season where we wait in the darkness of sin with hopeful expectation
for our promised redemption, just as the world did prior to Christ’s birth, just as the
world does as we wait for his return. Isn’t that wonderful? Advent is not only about
looking forward to the celebration of the birth of Christ, it’s also about looking forward
to his eventual return some day. During this season, we are called to examine our lives
and prepare ourselves to receive our King. The question is…are we truly prepared?
This question is so important to us, especially as we enter this busy season. We can very easily find
ourselves getting so wrapped up in the busyness of the season that we fail to look closely at our faith lives…
and before we know it, the time has passed, and the season is over, and we are no better prepared as a people of faith than we were prior to the season. This Advent season is a golden
opportunity for us to grow in our faith. Rather than spending an inordinate amount of time
thinking about Christmas gifts that will be exchanged, let us focus ourselves on the sanctifying gift of the Holy Spirit that we received in baptism. Although we find ourselves in between
the time of Jesus’ first arrival and his eventual return, he did not leave us alone. He promised
and delivered the gift of the Holy Spirit to sustain us, guide us, and help us to grow in faithfulness. Let us embrace the gift of the Holy Spirit…and share that gift with the people that God has brought into
our lives. (You want to talk about a gift that keeps on giving…how about the Holy Spirit?!) Let us embrace
this gift…and embrace the Advent season as we seek to grow more into the likeness of Christ as we await his
arrival. Let us look forward to his arrival, and his return with great hope and expectancy. Thanks be to God.
Amen

Derek Tomek

Spiritual Director
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Eastern Shore Chrysalis
Fly With Christ!
ever is easiest? If you
would like to help with this
Well, our year is coming to a
fundraiser, please give one
close. We have eaten way too much
of the board members a
at the Thanksgiving table. We have call. They will get you in contact with
also given our thanks to God for
a participant.
what He has done for us this year.
Also, as this year ends, so
He is such an awesome God and the
does my position as Chrysalis Comyear has been wonderful. I pray that
munity Lay Director. I would like to
if you have not given God your
thank God for all He has done for the
thanks, that you do it soon. Without
time I have been in this position. Our
God in our lives, we have nothing. All
Chrysalis community is alive and well
praise and glory goes to Him.
and it is because He has blessed us
We held our last RUSH of the and shown us how awesome He is.
year at Craddockville UMC on Nov. Our Board has worked hard in the
22. It was great! There were around last couple of years to get where we
40 people there. We ate hamburgers are. Our Board is full of youth and
and hot dogs, pasta salad, and chips, adults who are ready to begin a New
and of course, dessert. After dinner, Year. They are here for this Eastern
Shore Chrysalis community to help
we had entertainment from Luke
Willing’s band. They were awesome. direct our youth and to show them
And during breaks, we had karaoke. how much God loves them and so do
we. Our Emmaus community can see
It was a night of praising God with
His music and fun. As the new year how alive our youth are when they
approaches, please continue to go to come to gatherings and other activities. As they “Fly Away” around the
our website for the upcoming
RUSH’s and any news on a Flight. We sanctuaries, smiles definitely come to
are planning to have a RUSH on Feb. the faces present. Our youth are important to our future and I know that
21; so mark your calendars. It will
st
as long as God is with us, all things
start at 3 pm at 1 Baptist in New
are possible.
Church. From there, we will go to
the bowling alley in Pocomoke.
I need to thank the Chrysalis
When we did this before, everyone
Board for being there during my time
had a great time. We will also try to
as CLD. It was not always easy but we
do our fundraiser again. A person
persevered and God blessed us. We
can pledge a certain amount for
have seen how God’s Grace works as
number of pins knocked down in a
long as He is in all our decisions. I
game or just give a donation. Which-

know that the Board will continue doing the work that God
has planned. I know that 2015
will be another great year. I
would also like to thank the
Emmaus Board. Their support has been
tremendous. They have been open to
our needs. They have been there financially, in the background during Flights,
and with their prayers. And last but certainly not least, our Emmaus/Chrysalis
community is awesome. The support
that the community has given us has
been a wonderful blessing. During our
Flights, the community stepped up and
worked in the background, brought desserts and food for the agape feast,
prayed for us without ceasing, and were
there during the special events to show
our youth how much they are loved. It
was because of all this support and the
Grace of God, that I was able to do my
job.
I will continue to work with the
Chrysalis Board. I believe that God has a
lot more in store for this community. I
know that God is Good, All the Time.
Thank you again for all your support.
Fly With Christ,
Gordon Ward Jr.
Chrysalis Community Lay Director
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Outreach
Greetings brothers and sisters of the Eastern Shore:
With the celebration of the birth of Christ fast approaching and the business of our lives as we prepare for Christmas, let us be mindful of these December walks. Though
there are but 3 ,we must be in prayer as though there
were 333. Pray that the Holy Spirit will fill the hearts of
the pilgrims with God's unconditional love. Ask the power
of God's blessings on these pilgrims and teams. Pray that
their walk will bring peace to, and in their lives. Remember the words you spoke when you received your
cross? "Christ is counting on you". " I am counting on
Christ". Let these words ring true as we remember the
true meaning of Christmas. Wishing each and every one
of you a very happy Christmas.
De Colores,

Barbara Taunitas
Outreach Coordinator

December 4 - December 7, 2014
Alabama Emmaus
Women's Walk #437
Talladega, Alabama

December 12 - December 14, 2014
Helena Emmaus
Women's Walk #24
Helena, Montana
December 12 - December 14, 2014
Helena Emmaus
Men's Walk #24
Helena, Montana
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And God Said No
I asked God to take away my pride, and God said, “No”.
He said it was not for Him to take away, but for me to give up.
I asked God to make my handicapped child whole, and God said, “No”.
He said her spirit is whole, her body is only temporary.
I asked God to grant me patience, and God said, “No”.
He said that patience is a by-product of tribulation, it isn’t granted, it’s earned.
I asked God to give me happiness, and God said, “No”.
He said He gives blessings, happiness is up to me.
I asked God to spare me pain, and God said, “No”.
He said, “Suffering draws you apart from worldly cares and brings you closer to me.”
I asked God to make my spirit grow, and God said, “No”.
He said I must grow on my own, but he would prune me to make me fruitful.
I asked God if He loved me, and God said, “Yes”.
He gave me His only Son who died for me, and I will be in Heaven someday because I
believe.
I asked God to help me love others, as much as He loves me.
And God said, “Ah, finally, you have the idea”.
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Prayer Team
Brothers And Sisters In Christ,
Having just celebrated Thanksgiving and as we near the end of 2014, I
find myself reflecting on all of the things that have occurred during this
year. I am reminded of the sadness of loss, disease, and financial struggles; but also the praises of positive medical reports, and the celebration of life. You have undoubtedly experienced the full range of emotions during the
course of this last calendar year brought on by the ups and downs of life. However, it
should be undeniable to each of us as believers in Christ of the role that prayer has played
in each of these situations. Whether it's in thanking the Lord for the blessings of favorable
test results or safe and healthy child birth in our families, to drawing close to him during
times of grief and hardship, prayer serves as a way for us to communicate with the Lord.
To freely express our most intimate desires and most heartfelt gratitude directly to God.
With that in mind as always, I would like to invite each of you to join the Emmaus Prayer
Team. If you like to receive E-mail updates or simply have a prayer request, please send a
message to EmmausPrayerTeam@gmail.com.
On a personal note, it has been an absolute blessing, honor, and privilege to serve as the
Prayer Team Coordinator in 2014. One of greatest promises that we can make to one another as believers in Christ is the assurance and support of prayer. I cannot begin to express how much my own faith has been strengthened by having the opportunity to witness the power of this ministry and the way that God has worked through it. Thank you
all for the privilege. May each of you have a Merry Christmas and safe and happy New
Year.

Blessing Through Christ,

Steve Johnson
Emmaus Prayer Team Coordinator
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We Celebrate Your Birth
Dear Lord, as we celebrate Your birth,
let us remember that You are the true reason for Christmas.
Let every sparkling light remind us how You illuminate our lives,
a shining beacon to guide us in our thoughts and actions each day,
and how You light us from within
in the knowledge of Your love and truth.
Let the Christmas trees, standing straight, tall, unbowed,
remind us of Your uprightness, Your goodness, Your perfection,
and Your refusal to bow to worldly temptations,
no matter how great the challenge or trouble.
Lord, as we feast on Christmas treats,
let us remember that You are the sole provider
of everything worth having, that all good things come from You.
And as we enjoy our gifts, let us never forget
that You are the greatest gift of all--our wonderful Savior,
Counselor, Giver of an eternal life whose wonders we cannot imagine.
So as we delight in Christmas, the happiest and brightest of holidays,
let us remember there would be no Christmas without You, Lord,
and let us our hearts be filled with joy, and love
and thankfulness, this Christmas and all the ones to come.
In Jesus' name we pray, Amen.
By Joanna Fuchs

Roster, Newsletter, Website
“The Walk Way”
A newsletter for the

Allan will email the roster to you. If
you need a hard copy let Allan
know. It is important to the community to keep the information as
up to date as possible. Thank you!!!

Eastern Shore

You may also request to be a part
Emmaus Community
of the Eastern Shore Emmaus &
Greetings to everyone! The Emmaus Direc- Chrysalis Facebook Page—for community only!
tory is being maintained by Allan Burns.
Please remember that if you notice errors in Please make sure we know your
the current directory, please contact Allan by walk number, too, if possible!!!
sending an e-mail to:
The newsletter will be sent as soon
easternshoreemmaus@yahoo.com ,
as all articles are received as close
or send a note to P. O. Box 91, Franktown, to the first of the month as possible!
VA 23354.
Please send ANY updated information you
may have such as addresses, marriages, or
deaths. Allan has distributed the revised
directory by e-mail. If you have a current
email address on file,

Articles to be included in the Walk
Way are to be sent to the editor on
or by the 20th of the month before
it is to be included (December 20th
for the January newsletter).

Please be sure to check the
Website often as we give you
current happenings and we update Pilgrim and Caterpillar lists
almost daily just before the
walks!
(esemmaus.org)
Blessings to each of you!

Gail Deans
Newsletter Editor
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‘Twas the Night Before Christmas – New Version
‘Twas the night before Christmas
And all through the town
Not a sign of Baby Jesus
Was anywhere to be found.

To pray to the Savior…
They had no time to stop.
Because they needed more time
To “Shop til they dropped!”

The people were all busy
With Christmas time chores
Like decorating, and baking,
And shopping in stores.

On Wal-mart! On K-mart!
On Target! On Penney’s!
On Hallmark! On Zales!
A quick lunch at Denny’s

No one sang “Away in a manger,
No crib for a bed”.
Instead, they sang of Santa
Dressed-up in bright red.

From the big stores downtown
To the stores at the mall
They would dash away, dash away,
And visit them all!

Mama watched Martha Stewart,
Papa drank beer from a tap.
As hour upon hour
The presents they’d wrap

And up on the roof,
There arose such a clatter
As grandpa hung icicle lights
Up on his brand new step ladder.

When what from the T.V.
Did they suddenly hear?
‘Cept an ad.. Which told
Of a big sale at Sears.

He hung lights that would flash.
He hung lights that would twirl.
Yet, he never once prayed to Jesus…
Light of the World.

So away to the mall
They all flew like a flash…
Buying things on credit…
And others with cash!

Christ’s eyes… How they twinkle!
Christ’s Spirit… How merry!
Christ’s love… How enormous!
All our burdens… He’ll carry!

And, as they made their way home
From their trip to the mall,
Did they think about Jesus?
Oh, no… Not at all.

So instead of being busy,
Overworked, and uptight
Let’s put Christ back in
Christmas and enjoy
Some good nights!

Their lives were so busy
With their Christmas time things
No time to remember
Christ Jesus, the King.
There were presents to wrap
And cookies to bake.
How could they stop and remember
Who died for their sake?

Eastern Shore Emmaus
P. O. Box 91
Franktown, Virginia 23354

We are on the Web
www.esemmaus.org

