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Eastern Shore Emmaus

A Message From Our Community Lay Director

July
Dates to Remember
Eastern Shore Community Gathering– July 11,
2015 at Hungars Episcopal
Church, Machipongo, VA
23405. Covered dish dinner at 5:30, Worship at
6:30.
Eastern Shore Board
Meeting– July 13, 2015
at 7:00 p.m. at Woodberry UMC, Gargatha, VA .
Eastern Shore Chrysalis
Board Meeting– July 21,
2015 at 7:00 P.M. at
Mears Memorial UMC,
Keller, VA.
Newsletter articles DUE
for August’s Walk Way—
July 20, 2015. PLEASE
DON’T BE LATE!!! Please
send articles in MSWord
Document! (TY)
Deadline for Teaming
Applications— July 11,
2015.

Remember this past winter? Do you remember the bitter cold, the ice, the snow, the
wind, the craving for some warmth outside?

“I lift my eyes to the hills—

I do. And right now I wish I could have bottled
up some of that cold and kept it and turned it
loose about now. My ideal of summer is
about 72 degrees with a light breeze blowing,
partly sunny, with no bugs (or
snakes for that matter) in sight.
Super heat bothers me. Bugs bother me. And yes, snakes really bother me.

My help comes from the Lord,

Speaking of bugs, at the Allen
household , we were hoping that
the extreme cold temperatures
over the winter were going to
affect the bug population over the summer.
Well, I think it did. But not in the way we
thought it would. We were hoping the bugs
would be frozen solid, and that they would be
greatly diminished this summer.

Where does my help come from?

The Maker of Heaven and earth.
He will not let your foot slip—
He who watches over you will not slumber
Indeed He who watches over you
Will neither slumber nor sleep.
The Lord watches over you—
The Lord is your shade at your right hand;
The sun will not harm you by day
Nor the moon by Night

Observation to self: It does
seem that when we have an
extremely cold winter followed by a wet hot summer,
the bugs (and snakes for that
matter) are a major nuisance.
So what is the point in all this: Same old,
same old. Same message every day from the
Lord. He’s got the heat under control. I don’t.
He has the bugs and the snakes under control. I don’t. He has my life under control,
even when I have to take an unexpected ambulance ride to the hospital (as in last week),
or the real estate deal we have been working
on for months appears that it may be falling
apart, or nothing else seems to be going the
way it is supposed to go. GOD is in control.
Not me, not ever. And I am here to serve
Him. (and not worry about the heat, bugs, or
snakes.)
Psalm 121 is one of my favorites.

The Lord will keep you from all harm—
He will watch over your life.
The Lord will watch over your coming and going
Both now and forevermore!!!!”

Wow! Suddenly the heat and the
bugs (and the snakes) don’t seem so
bad.
Have a great day and remember to serve the
Lord!

Kendy Allen
Community Lay Director
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A Message From Our Spiritual Director
“Hearing that Jesus had silenced the Sadducees, the Pharisees got together. One of them,
an expert in the law, tested him with this question: “Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?” Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord your God with all your heart and
with all your soul and with all your mind.’ This is the first and greatest commandment. And
the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbor as yourself.’ All the Law and the Prophets hang
on these two commandments.”” (Matthew 22:34-40 – NIV)
Well, here we are in the midst of summer. Having passed through a couple of weeks of extremely hot
and humid weather, I find myself chuckling at folks who are complaining about the excessive
heat. (Myself included!) Not long ago, we were complaining about the bitter cold. It seems as if
we cannot be satisfied unless we are grumbling. I sometimes find myself wondering what perfect weather would look like…weather that would drive no one to complain. Of course, I realize
that the question is purely subjective, and people will have very different ideas. We are all
uniquely created, and we all experience and interact with life in unique and differing ways. I much prefer
cooler weather, whereas I am surrounded by people who much prefer warmer weather. (If you
want to see this dynamic in action, just observe the tussle over church thermostats on Sunday
mornings!) Although I may feel very strongly about my preferences, I cannot disregard the fact
that others will have equally strong feelings about their preferences…and in reality, who am I to
suggest that their opinion is of lesser value.
Now…we can laugh about this when it comes to mundane issues like temperature preferences, or
weather preferences…but what about more serious issues. Issues like we’ve seen all over the news in recent
weeks and months, and even years. Issues like war, immigration, human sexuality, racial injustice…the list
goes on and on… We seem to allow ourselves to get so impassioned about some of these issues that we begin
to shut ourselves off from those who have different ideas than we have. Our insistence on being right oftentimes trumps our need to be loving and compassionate towards our neighbors. We operate under the premise
that the neighbor that Jesus commands us to love can only be those with whom we agree…or, perhaps more
accurately, those who agree with us! I believe that we need to carefully consider Jesus’
example. Time and again in the Gospels, we read about Jesus sharing table with sinners…or being compassionate towards those who the religious institution had rejected
on a basis of the Law. Jesus seems to demonstrate that compassion and relationship
should have precedence over an insistence on being right…even if the circumstances of
that person’s life were counter to what he might have considered right. This principle that we see in Jesus’s
example is of utmost importance to those of us who call ourselves disciples. It is of utmost importance…but
it is far from easy to enact in our lives. The reality is that we DO find ourselves very impassioned
about certain issues (and they are all different for each of us), and we find it extremely difficult to
tolerate those who think differently. And yet…Jesus’ example still stands…whether it’s easy or
not. We are called to love our neighbors as we love ourselves! That’s it…that’s the definitive
commandment of Christ Jesus!
So what does this mean for us as God’s people, or in our case specifically as an Emmaus Community? We have to remember that as a community, we are going to find ourselves in neighborly relationships with people who think differently than we do…even when it comes to
theological understanding. Our desire to follow the example of Jesus should always trump
our need to be right. When we feel that we have a superior understanding of a particular
issue, we must recognize that others feel as if they also have a superior understanding,
even if it’s different than ours. We can choose to coexist in a mutually loving and respectful relationship despite our differences…or we can choose to push others away and divide
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ourselves so as to protect our opinions. One of the defining principles of the Emmaus movement (as created by the Upper Room Ministries) is the ecumenical nature of our community. This, quite simply, means that we will find ourselves at table with people who think differently than we do, and interpret and live out scripture differently than we do…and that’s
OK! We will be all right! It’s okay to be in loving, caring relationships with those who
think differently. As a matter of fact, as stated earlier in this article, our desire to be in loving relationships with one another should always trump our need to be right. We must be
willing to set aside differences and not allow our differences to define us and divide us.
Friends…our Emmaus Community, and more importantly, our local churches
have much work to be done! There are many broken and hurting people in the world around us
that desperately need to experience the love and grace of God. They need to hear about Jesus…but more importantly, they need to experience his love and care first-hand. And that experience will come through us! If we are more focused on our divisions, and our insistence on
being right, then we will most certainly miss opportunities to live out God’s love and grace
towards our neighbors. Let us always remember that we are God’s ambassadors to this broken
world. Let us shine with God’s love and mercy that many will come to know our Lord! Thanks be to God!
Amen!

Pastor Derek
Spiritual Director
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Eastern Shore Chrysalis
Fly With Christ!
Summer is here, and it is hot, hot, hot! As you plan your beach days, cookouts, reunions, and vacations, remember to take a moment and thank our Lord for
His blessings through this season of sun and fun.

As we approach Independence Day, I am reminded of something C.S. Lewis wrote,
“The whole struggle was over, and yet there seemed to have been no moment of victory. You might say, if you liked,
that the power of choice had been simply set aside and an inflexible destiny substituted for it. On the other hand,
you might say he had delivered from the rhetoric of his passions and had emerged in unassailable freedom. Ransom
could not for the life of him, see any difference between these two statements. Predestination and freedom were
apparently identical. He could no longer see any meaning in the many arguments he had heard on the subject.”
― C.S. Lewis, Perelandra
It is strange how we often identify God’s commandments as restrictive or confining, and yet it is only
through obedience that we understand true freedom. Not the freedom to engage in whatever random pleasures
we can dream up, but freedom from being bothered with such trivial issues at all; freedom to focus on what truly
matters. As Paul says, “The wages of sin is death.” Yes, spiritual death, but also death in the inability to wade through the seas of our guilt and insecurities to pursue anything of value. Therefore,
as you celebrate our country’s independence, take a moment to thank God for the freedom that
He has given you in defeating death and removing our sins.
On a lighter note, applications for the upcoming flights in November have begun to slowly trickle in, but we
are still a long way off from being able to support the flights. We have been greatly blessed in the past couple of
years with being able to host both boys and girls flights, and we know that God will continue to bless our community as we seek His guidance. The deadline for caterpillar and team applications is September 15th. Now only a couple
of months away, this deadline is starting to creep up on us fast. So, we are asking everyone to continue to pray regarding how God would use you in support of these upcoming flights. Whether it be helping in the kitchen, praying, writing agape, serving at the agape feast, teaming, or sponsoring; we all have a large role to play in the success
of these flights.
Fly with Christ!!
Jason Hutcheson
Chrysalis Community Lay Director
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LAST CALL FOR HELP: Our Emmaus golf cart, affectionately
known as “The Limo,” has been repaired. Thanks to anyone who
donated to help us with this expense. We still need between
$200.00 and $300.00 to cover the repairs. We are placing a plea
out to our community for help. If you can possibly help with this
expense, please send any donations to the Post Office box and
mark “Golf Cart” on your check so we can appropriate your money correctly. We use this
cart on every weekend to transport our pilgrims who need to ride rather than walk, anywhere they need to be, so you
can see our need is great! Please search your heart and see if God is leading you to help in this way! We have an awesome community and God has always helped us out through your generosity. Thank you, thank you, thank you!!! The
address is:
Eastern Shore Emmaus
P. O. Box 91
Franktown, VA 23354

The deadline for Teaming Applications is:
July 11, 2015 (The next Gathering).

Pray! Pray! Pray! Get your pilgrim applications in right away! Ask
God to show you the person or persons He wants you to send on our
Fall Walks! There is a scholarship fund available if you need financial
assistance for your pilgrim: please contact Gail Deans, Preweekend
Chairperson, at 757-464-0329 or by email, gaildeans1@verizon.net to
apply for a scholarship.
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Outreach
The Eastern Shore Emmaus
community is an amazing
bunch of Christ followers.
Thank you for your continued
prayers for all of the Emmaus
Walks that go on each
month. Summer is in full swing
and the July Walks are quickly
coming upon us. As you are
aware, Satan does not want
these Walks to be successful.
So, our job is to pray hard as a
community for God to receive
the Glory. May the Teams be
encouraged and the Pilgrims
be supported.

Rex Mayfield
Agape Outreach

The Walk Way

July 16 - July 19, 2015

July 23 - July 26, 2015

Noahs of Ark Emmaus
Women's Walk #29
Jacksonville, Arkansas

UK South East Emmaus
Community
Women's Walk #16
United Kingdom

Noahs of Ark Emmaus
Men's Walk #29
Jacksonville, Arkansas
Central California Emmaus
Women's Walk #168
Fresno, California
North Georgia Walk to Emmaus
Men's Walk #172
Lawrenceville, Georgia
New-Ark Area Emmaus
Women's Walk #58
Newark, Ohio
Emmaus of the Cumberlands
Women's Walk #100
Livingston, Tennessee
Golden Triangle Emmaus
Men's Walk #153
Beaumont, Texas

July 9 - July 12, 2015
Central California Emmaus
Men's Walk #167
Fresno, California
Sunrise Emmaus
Community Inc.
Women's Walk #10
Cimarron, New Mexico
Northwest Ohio Emmaus/
Chrysalis Community Inc.
Women's Walk #83
Bryan, Ohio

Reynoldsburg Emmaus
Men's Walk #78
Reynoldsburg, Ohio
Highlands Emmaus
Community of Virginia
Men's Walk #47
Bristol, Virginia

Big Country Emmaus
Women's Walk #60
Abilene, Texas
Big Country Emmaus
Men's Walk #61
Abilene, Texas
Highlands Emmaus
Community of Virginia
Women's Walk #48
Bristol, Virginia
July 23 - July 26, 2015
Mid North Coast, New
South Wales
Men's Walk #86
Yarrahappini, Australia

North Georgia Walk to Emmaus
Women's Walk #204
Lawrenceville, Georgia
Heartland Faithful Emmaus
Women's Walk #14
Omaha, Nebraska
Nebraska Emmaus
Men's Walk #127
Ericson, Nebraska
Central Ohio Emmaus
Women's Walk #118
Marysville, Ohio
Golden Triangle Emmaus
Women's Walk #154
Beaumont, Texas

Living Water Emmaus
Women's Walk #85
Plainview , Texas
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Prayer Team
Brothers And Sisters In Christ,
With July bringing Independence Day, I think it's important to reflect on the many freedoms that we enjoy
not only as Americans but as Christians. We have the ability to not only worship freely, but the constant
opportunity to pray to our Lord through his Son Jesus Christ, who is always present to hear what is on our
hearts. How different would our world be not only without the knowledge that God hears our prayers, but
if Christ hadn't been sent to die for our sins, which has granted us true freedom and independence?
With that in mind I'd like to invite each of you to be a part of the Emmaus Prayer Team. If you'd like to be
included or simply have a prayer request, the address to keep in mind is EmmausPrayerTeam@gmail.com.

Blessings Through Christ,

Steve Johnson
Pray Without Ceasing
1 Thessalonians 5:17
Steve Johnson
Emmaus Prayer Team Coordinator
(757) 990-2124

SPONSORSHIP CORNER!
As sponsors our responsibilities don't end at closing. Along with making sure our new
community members get to attend a DODU let them know about teaming opportunities. Teaming is just one of the wonderful opportunities we have of "Passing along
the Agape Love" that we all have received on our weekend.
DeColores!

John Sutton
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Challenge of the Month:
1) Pray and find a pilgrim for the Fall Walks as the Lord directs you...AND
2) Find or start a reunion group in our area that meets on a regular basis!

Monthly Trivia Question:
Who was our first Community Spiritual Director?
The first person to come up to me (Gail Deans) at the Gathering with the correct answer will receive some agape!
Who will win this month????
No one won last month

but good luck to the winner this month!

Last month’s answer: Our first Community Music Director was Mary Ann Kellam.

Roster, Newsletter, Website
“The Walk Way”
A newsletter for the
Eastern Shore
Emmaus Community
Greetings to everyone! The Emmaus
Directory is being maintained by Allan
Burns. Please remember that if you notice errors in the current directory,
please contact Allan by sending an email to:
easternshoreemmaus@yahoo.com ,

or send a note to P. O. Box 91, Franktown, VA 23354.
Please send ANY updated information
you may have such as addresses, marriages, or deaths. Allan has distributed
the revised directory by e-mail. If you

have a current email address on
file, Allan will email the roster to
you. If you need a hard copy let
Allan know. It is important to the
community to keep the information as up to date as possible.
Thank you!!!

You may also request to be a part
of the Eastern Shore Emmaus &
Chrysalis Facebook Page—for
community only!
Please make sure we know your
walk number, too, if possible!!!
The newsletter will be sent as soon
as all articles are received as close
to the first of the month as possible!
Articles to be included in the Walk

Way are to be sent to the editor on
or by the 20th of the month before it
is to be included (July 20th for the
August newsletter).
Please be sure to check the Website
often as we give you current happenings and we update Pilgrim and
Caterpillar lists almost daily just before the walks!
(esemmaus.org)
Blessings to each of you!
Gail Deans
Newsletter Editor

Eastern Shore Emmaus
P. O. Box 91
Franktown, Virginia 23354

We are on the Web
www.esemmaus.org

