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The Walk Way
Eastern Shore Emmaus

A Message From Our Community Lay Director
Happy New Year!

January
Dates to Remember
Eastern Shore Community Gathering– Jan. 9, 2016
at Hungars Episcopal
Church, 10107 Bayside
Rd., Machipongo, VA
23405. Covered dish dinner at 5:30, Worship at
6:30.
Eastern Shore Board
Meeting– Jan 25, 2016
at 7:00 p.m. at Woodberry UMC, Gargatha, VA .
Eastern Shore Chrysalis
Board Meeting– Jan 12,
2016 at 7:00 P.M. at
Mears Memorial UMC,
Keller, VA.
Newsletter articles DUE
for February’s Walk
Way—Jan 20, 2016.
PLEASE DON’T BE LATE!!!
Please send articles in
MSWord Document! (TY)
Deadline for Team Applications is the January
Gathering, January 9,
2016

A new year is always filled with excitement, celebrations, and
opportunities, but it is also a time of renewal and resolution. As I begin
the year I like to spend time looking back over the prior year to see the
areas that I need to improve in order to grow my relationship with God.
I will also reminisce on the special day several
years when I gave my life to the Lord. Also, a day filled with excitement,
celebrations, opportunities and renewal. In 2 Corinthians 5:17 we are
told that if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the old has gone,
the new has come!
Our renewal and resolutions are found in God, His Word, and prayer. David tells us in
Psalm 25:1-5 that unto thee, O LORD, do I lift up my soul. O my God, I trust
in thee: let me not be ashamed, let not mine enemies triumph over me. Yea,
let none that wait on thee be ashamed which transgress without cause. Show
me thy ways, O Lord; teach me thy paths. Lead me in thy truth and teach me:
for thou art the God of my salvation; on thee do I wait all the day.
My prayer for each of you in 2016 is that you will seek God's direction and path for
yourself and your church - that you will make David's prayer your prayer.
This is a new year for our Emmaus community as well and I would like to ask you to be
in continual prayer for the community, the board, the church and the nation. Each one of you
are an important part of the community and I thank you for your support and dedication. I am
looking forward to seeing all of you at the gatherings and the many special events!
In His Love,
Chris Smith
Community Lay Director
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A Message From Our Spiritual Director
Heaven Scent
A cold March wind danced around the dead of night in Dallas as the doctor walked into the small hospital room of Diana
Blessing. Still groggy from surgery, her husband David held her hand as they braced themselves for the latest news.
That afternoon of March 10, 1991, complications had forced Diana, only 24-weeks pregnant, to undergo an emergency
cesarean to deliver the couple's new daughter, Danae Lu Blessing. At 12 inches long and weighing only one pound and
nine ounces, they already knew she was perilously premature. Still, the doctor's soft words dropped like bombs.
"I don't think she's going to make it," he said, as kindly as he could. "There's only a 10-percent chance she will live
through the night, and even then, if by some slim chance she does make it, her future could be a very cruel one."
Numb with disbelief, David and Diana listened as the doctor described the devastating problems Danae would likely
face if she survived. She would never walk. She would never talk. She would probably be blind. She would certainly be
prone to other catastrophic conditions from cerebral palsy to complete mental retardation, and on, and on. "No! No!"
was all Diana could say. She and David, with their 5-year-old son Dustin, had long dreamed of the day they would have
a daughter to become a family of four. Now, within a matter of hours, that dream was slipping away.
Through the dark hours of morning as Danae held onto life by the thinnest thread, Diana slipped in and out of drugged
sleep, growing more and more determined that their tiny daughter would live and live to be a healthy, happy young girl.
But David, fully awake and listening to additional dire details of their daughter's chances of ever leaving the hospital
alive, much less healthy, knew he must confront his wife with the inevitable.

"David walked in and said that we needed to talk about making funeral arrangements," Diana remembers "I felt so bad
for him because he was doing everything, trying to include me in what was going on, but I just wouldn't listen, I couldn't
listen. I said, "No, that is not going to happen, no way! I don't care what the doctors say Danae is not going to die! One
day she will be just fine, and she will be coming home with us!"
As if willed to live by Diana's determination, Danae clung to life hour after hour, with the help of every medical machine
and marvel her miniature body could endure. But as those first days passed, a new agony set in for David and Diana.
Because Danae's underdeveloped nervous system was essentially "raw," every lightest kiss or caress only intensified
her discomfort- so they couldn't even cradle their tiny baby girl against their chests to offer the strength of their love. All
they could do, as Danae struggled alone beneath the ultra-violet light in the tangle of tubes and wires, was to pray that
God would stay close to their precious little girl. There was never a moment when Danae suddenly grew stronger. But
as weeks went by, she did slowly gain an ounce of weight here and an ounce of strength there.
At last, when Danae turned two months old, her parents were able to hold her in their arms for the very first time. And
two months later-though doctors continued to gently but grimly warn that her chances of surviving, much less living any
kind of normal life, were next to zero - Danae went home from the hospital, just as her mother had predicted.
Today, five years later, Danae is a petite but feisty young girl with glittering gray eyes and an unquenchable zest for life.
She shows no signs, whatsoever, of any mental or physical impairments. Simply, she is everything a little girl can be
and more-but that happy ending is far from the end of her story.
One blistering afternoon in the summer of 1996 near her home in Irving, Texas, Danae was sitting in her mother's lap in
the bleachers of a local ball park where her brother Dustin's baseball team was practicing. As always, Danae was chattering non-stop with her mother and several other adults sitting nearby when she suddenly fell silent.
Hugging her arms across her chest, Danae asked, "Do you smell that?" Smelling the air and detecting the approach of a
thunderstorm, Diana replied, "Yes, it smells like rain." Dana closed her eyes and again asked, "Do you smell that?"
Once again, her mother replied, "Yes, I think we're about to get wet. It smells like rain."

Still caught in the moment, Danae shook her head, patted her thin shoulders with her small hands and loudly announced, "No, it smells like Him. It smells like God when you lay your head on His chest."
Tears blurred Diana's eyes as Danae then happily hopped down to play with the other children before the rains came
her daughter's words confirmed what Diana and all the members of the extended Blessing family had known, at least in
their hearts, all along.
During those long days and nights of her first two months of her life when her nerves were too sensitive for them to
touch her, God was holding Danae on His chest- and it is His loving scent that she remembers so well.
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Eastern Shore Chrysalis
Fly With Christ!
Happy New Year!
This is the time of the year we make our annual resolutions; to exercise more, Facebook less,
eat healthier, spend less, to be more consistent in our devotions. I’m glad we can go to Christ
anytime and be changed or new in Him. 2 Corinthians 5:17 states, “Therefore if any man be in
Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, old things are become
new.” (KJV) Being a Christian doesn’t mean we have it all together and never stumble, but it
does mean that when we do we know Who can make right again And we can go to Him at any
time of the year; or day/night/hour/minute/second, or however often we stumble. So as we start
off the 2016 year, God doesn’t care if we can fit in our skinny jeans. What He wants is a relationship with His children and for them to be obedient to His Word. Now that’s a resolution worth
having.
Our world today tries hard to have us turn away from God; that things of this world are better
than what God can offer. So it’s important that we stay focused on God and what He has already
given us (hint-we just celebrated His birthday). We also need to keep each other raised up in
prayer and be witnesses for all especially those new in their faith journey. And how about our
youth? Look at all of the distractions that they have to overcome every day. Proverbs 22:6 says,
“Train up a child the way he should go; and when he is old, he will not depart from it.” We share
with our children so many things we love and enjoy like movies, hunting, fishing, sports, cooking,
the beach, etc. Are we sharing our love of Jesus Christ with our youth? That teenager next door
knows how you feel about your pretty flower garden you dedicate so much time to because you
threaten to do him bodily harm when he walks through it but does he know how you feel about
Jesus? I can’t imagine my life without our Emmaus/Chrysalis family. I know they are there for
me in my joys and in my sorrows. So many of us travel down an undesirable path during our
youth that isn’t glorifying to God and takes us years to get back from. Chrysalis serves as a solid foundation for our youth the same as Emmaus does for us. It’s up to ALL of us to be that witness for Christ to His youth. Our Chrysalis and our youth could always use more help. We welcome anyone to our board meetings to give ideas in how to make our Chrysalis stronger and to
better serve our youth. We meet the third Tuesday of each month (except January, which will be
the 12th) at 7pm at Mears UMC in Keller.
Our flights are scheduled for the third weekend in November each year. We have R.U.S.H.‘s the
third Saturday in February, May, and September. If there are not enough caterpillars to hold a
flight we would have a R.U.S.H. in November.

Our Emmaus community has been there for us when we needed them and we need them now
to help us be the best for our youth.
Blessings for a new year of joy and peace.
Fly With Christ,
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Pray! Pray! Pray! GOD ANSWERS OUR PRAYERS!
Get your Teaming applications in right away! The deadline is
January 9, 2016! Mail them in or bring them to the January Gathering.

Also ask God to show you the person or persons He wants you to send
on our Spring Walks and send their Pilgrim Applications in! Make sure
you fill out the Sponsor’s Form when you send in the applications.
There is a scholarship fund available if you need financial assistance
for your pilgrim: please contact Gail Deans, Pre-Weekend Chairperson, at 757-464-0329 or by email, gaildeans1@verizon.net to apply
for a scholarship. Let’s fill up these Spring Walks!!!!

Page 5

The Walk Way

Outreach
To all of the Prayer Warriors in the Eastern Shore Emmaus Community,
WOW! The Christmas Season sure went by fast. I hope that you and your family were blessed. God is good
all of the time. Now is the time to start praying for the upcoming January 2016 Walks. As you see, there are
only 2 Walks scheduled for the month, so let’s make our prayer be a mighty prayer for these guys. The
Teamers and Pilgrims will certainly be covered by you warriors.

Rex Mayfield,

Agape Outreach Chairperson
January 14-January 17, 2016

January 28—January 31, 2016

Llano Estacado Emmaus Community

Alabama Emmaus

Men’s Walk #95

Women’s Walk #451

Lubbock, Texas

Talladega, Alabama

SPONSORSHIP CORNER!
Several years ago while enduring a well deserved critique of a talk, a Brother in Christ advised me to turn my thinking around, to not make the talk about me, but about what someone else had done for me. I've used that advice many times, and it has always served me
well. So for this Sponsor's corner I'm asking that we do the same, take a moment and contact your sponsor, call, write, email, text them. Let them know what Emmaus has meant to
you; what your 4th Day has been like. Then pray and ask our Heavenly Father whom you
could pass along that same joy that you have been given!
DeColores!

John Sutton
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Prayer Team
Brothers And Sisters In Christ,
As we embark on a new year, join me in this prayer for 2016

Lord, we are so grateful for all that you have done for us in our lives, and the lives of those we love this past
year. Your presence and your hand in our world is so much more than we could ask for and a greater blessing
than we could ever deserve. I know, Lord, that you have seen our challenges, wept at our weaknesses, and
rejoiced in our successes.
As we come into a new year we ask for your continued blessings. We also pray for you to provide strength
for us to be better versions of ourselves in 2016 so that we may find a stronger, closer relationship with You.
We ask, Lord, for your continued presence to be felt by those around us. We ask that this year be one of
peace and joy for family, friends, and our Emmaus Community. It is our hope that You give each of us a heart
for you and a desire to serve to make the world a better place.
Thank you again, Lord, for all you do, our lives, and for the birth of our Savior Jesus Christ. It is in His precious
and holy name we pray. Amen.
If you would like to join the Emmaus Prayer Team this year, and receive E-Mail updates, or you have a prayer
request, send a message to emmausPrayerTeam@gmail.com
Blessings Through Christ,

Steve Johnson
Prayer Chain Coordinator

Pray Without Ceasing
1 Thessalonians 5:17
Steve Johnson
Emmaus Prayer Team Coordinator
(757) 990-2124
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Challenge of the Month:
1) Pray for the community, community members and our churches!
2) Pray, Pray, Pray for pilgrims for the Spring Walks— and consider sponsoring a pilgrim!
Monthly Trivia Question:
Name the 8 places (other than the cross) where Candle Lighting
has been held for our walks?
The first person to come up to me (Gail Deans) at the Gathering with the correct answer will receive some agape!
Who will win this month????
Congratulations to Vernon Bell and Ed Gibb who won last month with the correct answer!

Roster, Newsletter, Website
“The Walk Way”
A newsletter for the
Eastern Shore
Emmaus Community
Greetings to everyone! The Emmaus
Directory is being maintained by Allan
Burns. Please remember that if you notice errors in the current directory,
please contact Allan by sending an email to:
easternshoreemmaus@yahoo.com ,

or send a note to P. O. Box 91, Franktown, VA 23354.
Please send ANY updated information
you may have such as addresses, marriages, or deaths and email addresses.
Allan has distributed the revised

directory by e-mail. If you have a
current email address on file, Allan
will email the roster to you. If you
need a hard copy let Allan know. It
is important to the community to
keep the information as up to date
as possible. Thank you!!!
You may also request to be a part
of the Eastern Shore Emmaus &
Chrysalis Facebook Page—for
community only!
Please make sure we know your
walk number, too, if possible!!!
The newsletter will be sent as soon
as all articles are received as close
to the first of the month as possible!
Articles to be included in the Walk

Way are to be sent to the editor on
or by the 20th of the month before it
is to be included (January 20th for
the February newsletter).
Please be sure to check the Website
often as we give you current happenings and we update Pilgrim and
Caterpillar lists almost daily just before the walks!
(esemmaus.org)
Blessings to each of you!
Gail Deans
Newsletter Editor
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Eastern Shore Emmaus
P. O. Box 91
Franktown, Virginia 23354

We are on the Web
www.esemmaus.org

