Volume 25 Number 12

December 2017

The Walk Way
Eastern Shore Emmaus

A Message From Our Community Lay Director
Just about every time I team I get the reading Ecclesiastes 3:1-15 titled “A Time for
Everything”.

December
Dates to Remember
Eastern Shore Community Gathering– December
9th, 2017 at Woodberry
UMC, 1821 Lankford Hwy.
Gargatha, Va. Covered
dish at 5:30 p.m. Praise &
Worship at 6:30 p.m.
Eastern Shore Board
Meeting–
December 11th, 2017 at
Woodberry UMC, Gargatha, VA. at 7:00 P.M.
Eastern Shore Chrysalis
Board Meeting– No
meeting until January of
2018.
Newsletter articles DUE
for January’s Walk Way—
December, 20, 2017.
PLEASE DON’T BE LATE!!!
Please send articles in
MSWord Document! (TY)

God is constantly reminding me that He is in charge. My time as the Community Lay
Director is coming to an end, and it has been a blessing for me to serve this community. I would like to give you an overview on what the Board of Directors have done
this past year.
We had four God-centered Walks that were amazing. We were honored by
the following Weekend Lay Directors;
Spring Walks:

Dan Hicks ES#102

Janie Shubert ES#103

Fall Walks:

Steve Johnson ES#104 Amy Sutton ES#105

We held a few different Gatherings that were fun and attended by many of
you;
August was a picnic Gathering and November we had our first
Pastor Appreciation Gathering.
During the September Gathering we celebrated our 25th Year Anniversary.
The Board has also made a change to the Standard Operation Procedure.
We must now have at least 28 Teamers and 15 Pilgrims for a Walk to
start. The rules on this change is printed in this newsletter.
Additionally, the following members on the Board will be rotating off this
month; Rex Mayfield, Elvie Whealton, Pat Krukowski, and Gail Deans.
The Board members have truly done an outstanding job this past year, and I know
that I could not have done without them.
The Board is looking forward to the new Board members for 2018:
Rik Kellogg; Steve Atkins; Carol Kellogg; and Brittany Savage
We are sure that they will step in and do a fantastic job.

I know that God has great plans for the Eastern Shore Emmaus and He needs you to
be His hands and feet in 2018.

Rex Mayfield,
Community Lay Director
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A Message From Our Spiritual Director
SCRIPTURE: “Behold, a virgin shall be with child, and shall bring forth a son, and they shall call his name Emmanuel, which being
interpreted is, God with us“. Matthew 1:23
Have you ever had anyone to tell you “I’m with you or I got your back” only to discover that you were all by yourself? There are
many people who begin projects thinking that they have the support of friends and family only to learn that once difficulties arise
you are left standing all alone. It happens on the job, when coworkers put you up to speak to the boss about a problem, then you
learn that you are all alone. It happens in the community when you are selected to lead a time consuming and expensive project
only to hear those who pushed you up front give excuses for not giving you help. It most definitely happens in the political world. It
even happens in the family. Just about everyone has experienced what it means to be alone when you thought you had a crowd
with you.
One of the joys of the Christmas season is that it reminds us that we are not alone. The arrival of the Christ child jogs the memory
of the whole world and gently reminds them that “God is with us.”
The birth of Christ was miraculous. Matthew 1:18 indicates that his birth was caused by the Spirit of God himself. The birth of
Christ required a special explanation to all involved. Matthew 1:20 shows how an angel appeared to Joseph to explain that his
bride would be used by God to introduce Christ into the world. Isaiah 7:14 indicates that the birth of Christ as the fulfillment of a
prophecy seven centuries earlier.
Immanuel, means “God with us.” It states that the baby Jesus was actually God being born into
this world. As a human he would face the same milk and butter issues as any other human. Yet,
the fact that he came into the world would be a source of hope.
The text notes that the child would be called Immanuel. That would not be his name, but he
would be referred to as “God with us,” or “God is with us”. The text does not indicate that “Immanuel” would be his official name,
but only that “Immanuel” would describe his presence and work here on earth.

Even deeper, Immanuel does not mean just a close association, the Greek form of the word “with” used in this text is the strongest
form of “with.” It is not merely “in company with us “as another Greek word would signify, but “with,” “together with,” and
“sharing with.” It indicates a very close fellowship. God is exceptional and closely “with us.” If God took on our nature and lived as
we live, that’s as close a “with” as one can get. It would be the same as a friend moving into your house and living “with” you every
day of your life. That’s “with” by any definition. “With” means that God has taken upon our nature our: flesh, blood, bone, everything that made a body; mind, heart, soul, memory, imagination, judgment, everything that makes a rational person. It is a wonderful assurance to know that God is so close to us that he can hear us think, breathe, and is with us every moment of the day.
I am reminded of a few months ago when I was rushed to the hospital. I didn’t know what was going on at the time. All I knew was
I had difficulty picking a pill up of the floor. My peripheral vision on my left side was less than 50%
and for a moment I could not voice a sound. The EMT’s were notified and I was transported to
the hospital. After a series of test the Dr. came in my room to give me the results of the test. She
asked the question. “Have you had a stroke before?” Yes, a TIA. The Dr. then said “Well I will tell
you what I found, you have two blood clots one on each side of the brain. You have had a stroke
and it was the Big One and GOD WAS WITH YOU!” I was so overwhelmed with that statement the
only word I could think of at the time was “Emmanuel” for awhile I just kept repeating Emmanuel; Emmanuel, GOD is with me.
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A Message From Our Spiritual Director

When we look to the savior for support and strength we are looking to someone who has been there with us. He knows
what it means to be in trouble. He also knows what it means to feel all alone. Being alone is an awkward feeling. Most of us
feel better when we face a situation in the company of those who make us feel safe and secure. When we are alone, fear
sets in and anxiety is heightened. When we are alone, we feel uncomfortable. We feel safer when we are not alone. That’s
why Jesus promised never to leave us alone.
In every situation, God is with us.
The great satisfaction of every believer is that no matter how deep the
valley or dark the alley, there is always hope.
It is tempting to believe that we are all alone, as we watch the news
on internet or TV and see the moral fibers of our country being ripped
to threads.
We have learned to live the possibility of a terrorist attack any given
day regardless of the future, the word of God constantly reminds us that we are not alone. God is with us.
With that kind of backup, we are better connected than Verizon, we have all the resources of heaven working for us.
We have the promise of God that he is with us to support us, defend us, and protect us, according to his will. Just keep the
faith and remember God is with us.

MERRY CHRISTMAS!

Pastor Dave
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The following proposal was adopted by the Emmaus Board of Directors at the
October 2017 board meeting and is effective immediately:

Proposal for Upcoming Walks Carried and Adopted by the Board of Directors

1) Plan for 4 walks per year as we currently do
2) There will be two deadlines established. The first deadline would be for Teamers and the second deadline for Pilgrims
3) If either deadline is not met then the current walk will be postponed

4) Set a firm deadline for 10 weeks prior to the walk date of 28 Teamers or the current walk is postponed
until the next scheduled consecutive walk
5) Set a firm deadline for 8 weeks prior to the walk date of 15 Pilgrims or the current walk is postponed
until the next scheduled consecutive walk
6) If the current walk is postponed it will be carried over to the next scheduled walk, all applications, both
Team and Pilgrims will be carried over to the next scheduled walk if the current walk is postponed
7) The deadlines for the Spring Walks in 2018 for the Men would be February 1 st for Teamers and February 15th for Pilgrims and for the Women February 15th for Teamers and March 1st for Pilgrims
8) The deadlines for the Fall Walks in 2018 for the Men would be August 2 nd for Teamers and August 16th
for Pilgrims and the deadlines for the Women would be August 16 th for Teamers and August 30th for
the Pilgrims
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Eastern Shore Chrysalis
Fly With Christ!
We've had a lot of interest in Chrysalis in the past few months. As a board we would be excited to have the applications pour in so we could schedule a flight. If you know of any youth,
ages 15-18, that would benefit from an weekend with Jesus and like-minded peers, please
consider sponsoring them on a flight. A flight can not be scheduled until we have at least 12
each (boys/girls). We usually plan our flights at the same time but if we have enough applications (12) for just one that is what we will go with. Please keep all of our youth in prayer. Our
next Board meeting is January 16, 2018, at 7:00 at Mears Memorial UMC in Keller.
As the Christmas season approaches and things get busier than usual keep in mind the real
reason we celebrate this magical season; the birth of our Savior, Jesus Christ. The season is
often made about getting that 'perfect' gift. We are not able to give the perfect gift. That perfect gift was already given. It was given to us by God. However, we can share the gift of Jesus
with others and the love He represents.
Spending time with family and those you care about is a highlight of my Christmas season,
not about gifts at all. This year has had a great deal of loss for our family and so many that I
know. Instead of focusing on the loss my thoughts turn to spending more time with those I
love, creating more memories., starting new traditions, and honoring ALL that I have been
blessed with, past and present.
I would ask that everyone keep those in prayer that will struggle this holiday season. Those
that have great loss or sickness in our family, neighborhood, country, and world. Some of
these tragic losses we've witnessed in the news while other losses may have even gone unnoticed. Ask God for His comfort and peace for those struggling. Maybe even search your heart
and look for ways you can spread Christmas cheer and 'The Good
News.'

MERRY CHRISTMAS!
Fly with Christ

Denise Johnson
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Even with just one walk taking place in the month of December, it is the time
of year that we can reflect on all that God has done in our community and other Emmaus communities around the world as we continue to pray.

Steve Johnson, Agape Outreach
Dec 7 - Dec 10, 2017
New Life Emmaus Community
(San Antonio/New Braunfels)
Women's Walk #2702
Universal City, Texas

WE NEED YOU!!!
Our faithful servant, George Annon, is stepping down
as Coordinator of “Stations of the Cross” on Friday
night of our walks.
We need someone to step up and take the torch from George. The job
mostly consists of calling to remind the actors of the time to be at the
Camp. George will gladly help the next person as long as you need him and
he will let you know exactly what you need to do.
Please pray about helping out our Emmaus walks in this manner. George has done this for a long time and now
needs a much deserved rest, so please step up for Christ and consider doing this important job for our Community!
Please call George Annon at home: 757-678-7385 or his mobile: 757-695-1182.

Thank you for answering this call to serve Christ in this way!

Last month we sent out a plea for help in the cost of the golf cart repair.
We have received no response to date, therefore, we are sending out the
plea once again. OOTB has graciously paid for half of the repair bill but
that still leaves our Community owing over $300.00. Would you pray about it and consider helping our Community with your gift of whatever you can? Any amount you could donate would be greatly appreciated!!
Thank you! Thank you!
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Prayer Chain
With the holiday season in full swing and Christmas right around the corner, this is certainly a joyous
time of year. A time to be with family and friends to fellowship, and for us as Christians to celebrate the
birth of our savior. For some though, this time of year; as special as it is can also bring with it feelings of
sadness and loneliness for those that may not have family or friends to spend the season with. For whatever reason, whether it be the lost of a loved one, or not living close to family, there are some in our
communities, that do not anticipate this time of year with the fondness and joy that the Christmas season brings for us.
So, my request this season is that each of us take the opportunities that we are given to reach out to
someone that we know. To reach out and invite them to share in our Christmas traditions and spread to
love of Christ to those that may not recognize it but so desperately need it. Along with that action, the
most important thing that you can do is pray. Pray for guidance about who God wants you to reach out
to, and also pray simply for God to touch, comfort, and wrap is arms around all of those that you can not
physically reach.
With all of this in mind, I invite each of you to join the Emmaus Prayer Team. If you would like to reach Email updates, or have a prayer request, the address to remember is EmmausPrayerTeam@gmail.com.
Merry Christmas,

Steve Johnson
Emmaus Prayer Team Coordinator

Pray Without Ceasing1 Thessalonians 5:17
Blessings Through Christ,
Steve Johnson
Emmaus Prayer Team Coordinator
757-894-5858
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SPONSORSHIP CORNER!
The hustle and bustle of the holidays are upon us, it is so easy to get caught up
in all of the details....We must remember the true
meaning of Christmas, the celebration of the
birth of Jesus!
If you sponsored someone on these last 2 walks,
contact them and encourage them to participate
in Emmaus! If you have someone in mind to
sponsor for these upcoming walks, don’t hesitate
to ask them, let’s get those applications in soon!
DeColores!

John Sutton

Roster, Newsletter, Website
“The Walk Way”
A newsletter for the

Eastern Shore
Emmaus Community
Greetings to everyone! The Emmaus
Directory is being maintained by
Allan Burns. Please remember that if
you notice errors in the current directory, please contact Allan by sending
an e-mail to:
easternshoreemmaus@yahoo.com ,

or send a note to P. O. Box 91, Franktown, VA 23354.
Please send ANY updated information
you may have such as addresses, marriages, or deaths and email addresses.
Allan has distributed the revised

directory by e-mail. If you have a
current email address on file, Allan
will email the roster to you. If you
need a hard copy let Allan know. It
is important to the community to
keep the information as up to date
as possible. Thank you!!!

Way are to be sent to the editor on
or by the 20th of the month before it
is to be included (December 20th for
the January newsletter).
Please be sure to check the Website
often as we give you current happenings and we update Pilgrim and
Caterpillar lists almost daily just before the walks!

(esemmaus.org)
You may also request to be a part
of the Eastern Shore Emmaus &
Blessings to each of you!
Chrysalis Facebook Page—for comGail Deans
munity only!
Newsletter Editor
Please make sure we know your
walk number, too, if possible!!!
The newsletter will be sent as soon
as all articles are received as close
to the first of the month as possible!
Articles to be included in the Walk

Eastern Shore Emmaus
P. O. Box 91
Franktown, Virginia 23354

We are on the Web
www.esemmaus.org

