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A Message From Our Community Lay Director
Quit Praying
By Mark Batterson

“Well done, good and faithful servant!”— Matthew 25:23

July
Dates to Remember
Eastern Shore Community Gathering–
Jul 13th, Craddockville UMC,
33464 Boston Road,
Craddockville, VA. Covered
Dish Dinner at 5:30 p.m.,
Praise & Worship at 6:30
p.m.

Eastern Shore Board
Meeting–
July 22nd, 7:00 P.M.,
Woodberry UMC, Gargatha, VA.
Newsletter articles DUE
for August’s Walk Way—
July 20, 2019. PLEASE
DON’T BE LATE!!! Please
send articles in MSWord
Document! (TY)

One of the defining moments in my prayer life happened a decade ago. I was in a small group
with a friend who worked for InterVarsity Christian Fellowship at Georgetown University. Jeremy was working on a shoestring budget, and their campus ministry needed a computer. He
shared the request at the end of our meeting, and I agreed to pray for it, but when I started
praying for it, I felt that the Lord wanted me to stop praying. It was like the Holy Spirit said,
“Why are you asking Me? You’re the one with the extra computer!” I quit praying in midsentence. I told Jeremy we didn’t need to pray about it because I had an extra computer he
could have.
I wonder how many of our prayer requests are within our own power to answer? Yet we ask
God to do what we can do ourselves. And then we wonder why God doesn’t respond. Maybe
it’s because God won’t do for us what we can do for ourselves. God isn’t honored by prayers
that are within the realm of human possibility; God is honored when we ask Him to do what is
humanly impossible. That way, God gets all the glory!
There are some things we don’t need to pray about:
We don’t need to pray about loving our neighbors.

We don’t need to pray about giving generously or serving sacrificially.
We don’t need to pray about blessing someone when it is in our power to do so.
We don’t have to pray about turning the other cheek or going the extra mile.
God has already spoken on those subjects.
There comes a moment when praying becomes a form of spiritual procrastination. It’s time to
stop praying and start acting.
Quit praying about the program and fill out an application. Quit praying for the friend you hurt
and make a phone call. Don’t just complain to God about your coworker; circle them in prayer.
Don’t just pray for missionaries; write a check.
One of my heroes is Peter Marshall, the former chaplain of the United States Senate. His prayers at the opening of Senate sessions are timeless. Peter Marshall believed in an actionoriented approach to Scripture.
I wonder what would happen if we all agreed to read one of the Gospels, until we came to a
place that told us to do something, then went out to do it, and only after we had done it… began reading again?… There are aspects of the Gospel that are puzzling and difficult to under-
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A Message From Our Community Lay Director-Con’t
stand. But our problems are not centered around the things we don’t understand, but rather in the things we do understand,
the things we could not possibly misunderstand. This, after all, is but an illustration of the fact that our problem is not so
much that we don’t know what we should do.
We know perfectly well… but we don’t want to do it.

Please don’t misinterpret what I’m saying. Pray about everything. Then pray some more. But at some point, we have to quit
praying and start acting.
One of the great mistakes we make is asking God to do for us what God wants us to do for Him. We confuse roles. For example, we try to convict those around us of sin. But that is the Holy Spirit’s responsibility, not ours. In the same sense, God won’t
do for us what we can do ourselves. And many of us get stuck spiritually right there.
We are called to pray about everything, but there comes a time when praying can be a form of disobedience, laziness, or negligence. We can’t just pray like it depends on God; we also must work like it depends on us.
When Christianity turns into a noun, it becomes a turnoff. Christianity was always intended to be a verb — more specifically,
an action verb. The title of the book of Acts says it all, doesn’t it? It’s not the book of Ideas or Words. It’s the book of Acts.
And if we said less and did more, I believe we would have the same kind of impact the first-century church had. And while
we’re on the subject, we should be more known for what we’re for than what we’re against.
When everything is said and done, God won’t say, “Well said, good and faithful servant.” He won’t say, “Well thought,” “well
planned,” or even “well prayed.” There is only one commendation He will give: “Well done, good and faithful servant.”
Excerpted with permission from Draw the Circle by Mark Batterson, copyright Zondervan.
***
Your Turn
What thing popped immediately into your head when you understood what Mark meant by “Quit Praying”? Is there something you should be doing?

I hope you enjoyed a small blurb from one of my favorite authors.
DeColores,

Steven Atkins
2019 Community Lay Director
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A Message From Our Spiritual Director
Jesus tells us in Mark 12:30-31 these words. “You shall love the Lord your God
with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind, and with all
your strength.’ The second is this, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’
There is no other commandment greater than these.” It seems to me that Jesus
makes it abundantly clear that loving God and our neighbor should be what we are
to place at the top of our list.
My thoughts drift back to the year 1965 when the song "What the World Needs
Now Is Love" became popular. The song lyrics were written by Hal David and
composed by Burt Bacharach. It was first recorded and made popular by Jackie
DeShannon. Ironically at the same time our country introduced our military troops
into the Vietnam War. It was not a good time in our history as a nation.

War is never a good thing but we as a nation had sunk to a new low in the way we
treated our fighting men. The war was so unpopular that our troops were not
shown the love and respect that they should have been shown. The world definitely needed love which brings me back to the words of our Savior Jesus Christ.
The walk to Emmaus is all about love but it also about commitment. To me Emmaus brings out the best in each one of us. I love Emmaus as much as most of you
do that are reading these words. I walked in October of 1999 and have been fully
involved ever since. The walk to Emmaus changed my life. I felt the love of the
team and community that weekend and I have wanted to share those feelings ever
since with as many others as possible.
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A Message From Our Spiritual Director-Con’t.
What a bummer, how could this happen? In a community this large how is this
possible? Is that what Jesus told us to do? Leave the loving of our neighbors to
other people who do the same thing. Jesus tells us in the great commandment
“YOU SHALL” love your neighbor as yourself. That doesn’t just happen; it
takes commitment on our parts. Could it be that each of us has left the responsibility of loving our neighbor to someone else because we are not fully committed?
I puzzled how I might use scripture to reinforce our call to servanthood to each
one of us. Being a pastor does not necessarily give one the orator’s tongue that
gives all the answers. In the end I concluded it is not my knowledge of scripture
but our own understanding of the supreme sacrifice that Christ made for us that
is more important. His great love for us certainly should be enough of an incentive to motivate us to obey His commandment to love our neighbor.
Thank God that our neighbor loved us enough to invite us to join the Emmaus
community who stresses the importance of loving their neighbors as themselves. When we try to figure out why the gatherings grow smaller and smaller
and we search for answers for the spring walks being canceled, look in the mirror, neighbor, and you and I will come face to face with the reason. Move closer to the fire because our ember is fading. Jesus says it best in Revelation 3:15
“I know your works; you are neither cold nor hot. I wish that you were either
cold or hot.”
Certainly we can all agree that Christ has called each one of us to be His disciple
and to serve Him with all we possess. The time for the Fall Walk is fast approaching and we still don’t have enough pilgrims for either walk. Now is the
time to love our neighbor and invite them to join us in our Emmaus community
as we love our God with all our heart, soul, mind, and strength and our neighbor
as ourselves.
DeColores: Love and peace in Christ.

Pastor Wayne
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July 11 – 14, 2019

The Walk Way

Summer is here, what an exciting time of year to enjoy outdoor activities and the sun. As we go
about the summer activities let’s remember our fellow Emmaus communities in prayer. We can
partake with them in prayer, remembering them, and remembering our own walk experience~
how we felt as we walked. That feeling of the “SON shine” as He shines on these pilgrims on their
very own pilgrimage to see Jesus, the SON of God. De Colores, Sandi Hicks
Reynoldsburg Emmaus
Women’s Walk #111
Reynoldsburg, Ohio

Hawaii Emmaus
Woman’s Walk # 50
Honolulu, Hawaii
July 18 – 21, 2019
Iowa Emmaus
Men’s Walk #140
Grimes, Iowa
Sunrise Emmaus

Community Inc.
Woman’s Walk #18
Tucumcari, New Mexico
Greater Dayton Emmaus
Women’s Walk #106
Dayton, Ohio
Puget Sound Emmaus
Men’s Walk #242
Seattle, Washington
July 25 – 28, 2019
Iowa Emmaus
Women’s Walk #141
Grimes, Iowa
Terraced Hills Emmaus
Men’s Walk #55

Prescott, Iowa
High Plains Emmaus
Community
Men’s Walk #37
Clovis, New Mexico

Rushing Wind Emmaus
Men’s Walk #131
Amarillo, Texas
Concho Country
Emmaus Community
Women’s Walk #2194 S
an Angelo, Texas
Houston-Bay Area Emmaus
Women’s Walk #89
Houston, Texas
Puget Sound Emmaus
Women’s Walk #243
Seattle, Washington
Reynoldsburg Emmaus
Woman’s Walk #111
Reynoldsburg, OH
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Prayer Chain
Have you ever heard anyone talk or even complain about unanswered prayers? It is quite
common to feel like God isn’t listening or prayers go unanswered if a need isn’t met the way
we envision it being filled. What we must understand is that even though we can trust that
God is always listening and hearing our prayers, the answer to those pleas of our hearts may
sometimes be “no”, or “not now”. Simply put, just because God’s answer may be different
than we hope, doesn’t make a prayer unanswered. We are asked to trust in His timing and
faithfulness even when we probably don’t understand the reason for his reply. It is our task
just to remain persistent in both praying and listening to God in return. With those thoughts
about prayer in mind, I’d like to invite each of you in join the Emmaus Prayer Team. If you’d
like receive E-mail updates, or have a prayer request, the address to remember is
Emmaus PrayerTeam@gmail.com.
Blessings Through Christ

Steve Johnson
Emmaus Prayer Team Coordinator
757-894-5858

Pray Without Ceasing1 Thessalonians 5:17
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Articles From Your Fellow Community Members
MY 4th Day, by Sandi Hicks
When I was a teenager, I came to know Jesus as my personal savior. I was serious about that
relationship. I prayed and asked the Lord’s guidance in my life and felt His presence every
day. When my husband and I faced some very difficult life’s challenges, I felt alone and helpless. There weren’t very many people I could share with who would understand what we
were experiencing. It seemed like a lot of fellow believers didn’t believe that a Christian
should have difficulties and problems and that added to my feeling of isolation.
That was when a wonderful lady I admired asked if I would like to go on The Walk To Emmaus. Well, I didn’t know anything about it and frankly wasn’t interested. My home had become my refuge and that is where I preferred to spend my weekends.
As you probably figured, I did go on the walk. ES 79, “You Raise Me Up”. God had guided the
weekend, so it seemed, just for me. I met some awesome ladies, had a wonderful weekend reconnecting to my Savior and when I went home the joy did
not vanish. I continued to meet with others at gatherings, Reunion Group
meetings, closing and candle lighting events. Then, after a year, I decided to
team. The thought of the 7-week commitment and 4 days at camp was a sacrifice and the thought of being assigned a talk extremely overwhelming!! No one told me that
Teaming was even more fulfilling than the actual walk. It was!
It was fun and encouraging to watch the Pilgrims experience what I had!! It is like an adult
Vacation Bible School!!! I was assigned a talk, but the talk outline, the support of the Holy
Spirit and the team in their love and prayers, helped me to offer a talk unto the Lord. It felt
very good to give back some of what I had received a year before. And I lived that verse. It is
true! Philippians 4:16, my ES 79 walk verse - “ I can do all things through Christ Jesus.” The
Amplified Bible, Classic Edition says it this way, “I have strength for ALL things in Christ Who
empowers me [ I am ready for anything and equal to anything through Him Who infuses inner strength into me; I am self-sufficient in Christ’s sufficiency].because it is Christ who empowers me.” There are no words to express the teaming process except to say, “It does get
better and better!”
De Colores
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The Summer Spectacular Shirt Sale Continues!!

DO WE HAVE A DEAL FOR YOU!!!
WE ARE HAVING A SUMMER BLOW OUT SALE ON OUR T-SHIRTS!

FOR JUNE, JULY, AND AUGUST THE PRICES WILL BE AS FOLLOWS:
Hooded Sweatshirts

$15.00

Crewneck Sweatshirts

$10.00

Tie Dye Tees

$18.00 or 2 for $35.00

Regular Tees

$15.00

If you are interested, please call or text Dan Hicks at 757-403-6946, or see him at the
Gatherings.

LOOK FOR OTHER DEALS THAT MAY BE HAPPENING AT THE GATHERINGS.
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Pre-weekend
Hi, it’s Laura A.
I have taken over as Pre-weekend chairperson which means that I
am checking the mail and taking the applications. During the gathering last month, I asked you to write down a name or names that
God was leading you to pray about for an Emmaus
walk. We had a lot of names in the pot and Pastor
Dave prayed over them, but now I am going to tell
you to quit praying.
In Exodus 14:15, The Living Bible, the Lord said to Moses, “Quit
praying and get the people moving! Forward March! NOW is the
time for us to get the people moving. I know we have prayed and
we have asked. We may have even given out an application. I am
asking you to give that person a call---now I am not saying bug
them—we don’t want to scare them off. Just a hey thinking of you
have you thought anymore about Emmaus? I have the time right
now if you have any questions. Donald Trump is
going to make America Great Again and it is up to
us to make Emmaus Awesome (that’s better then
great) Again!
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As the fall walks approach if you had a pilgrim signed up to go last
spring please keep in contact with them and encourage them to attend
the upcoming walks! Don’t take for granted that they will be available
for the next walk, keep in touch with them!
De Colores

John Sutton

Roster, Newsletter, Website
“The Walk Way”
A newsletter for the

Eastern Shore
Emmaus Community
Greetings to everyone! The Emmaus
Directory is being maintained by
Allan Burns. Please remember that if
you notice errors in the current directory, please contact Allan by sending
an e-mail to:
easternshoreemmaus@yahoo.com ,

or send a note to P. O. Box 91, Franktown, VA 23354.
Please send ANY updated information
you may have such as addresses, marriages, or deaths and email addresses.
Allan has distributed the revised

directory by e-mail. If you have a
current email address on file, Allan
will email the roster to you. If you
need a hard copy let Allan know. It
is important to the community to
keep the information as up to date
as possible. Thank you!!!

Way are to be sent to the editor on
or by the 20th of the month before it
is to be included (July 20th for the
August newsletter).
Please be sure to check the Website
often as we give you current happenings and we update Pilgrim and
Caterpillar lists almost daily just before the walks!

(esemmaus.org)
You may also request to be a part
of the Eastern Shore Emmaus &
Blessings to each of you!
Chrysalis Facebook Page—for comGail Deans
munity only!
Newsletter Editor
Please make sure we know your
walk number, too, if possible!!!
The newsletter will be sent as soon
as all articles are received as close
to the first of the month as possible!
Articles to be included in the Walk

Eastern Shore Emmaus
P. O. Box 91
Franktown, Virginia 23354

We are on the Web
www.esemmaus.org

