
  Eastern Shore Emmaus 

                
               December 
       Dates to Remember   
 
Eastern Shore Community 
Gathering– Dec 14th, 2019, 
Woodberry UMC , 1821 Lank-
ford Hwy, Gargatha, Va.   Dinner 
at 5:30 p.m. Worship at 6:30 
p.m.  

Eastern Shore Board 
Meeting– Dec 9th at 7:00 
P.M., Woodberry UMC, Gar-
gatha, VA. 

Newsletter articles  DUE for  
January’s Walk Way—Dec 
20th, 2019. PLEASE DON’T 
BE LATE!!! Please send arti-
cles in MSWord Document! 
(TY) 

 

 

  A Message From Our Community Lay Director 

      Volume 26  Number 12 

   December 2019 The Walk Way 

Merry Christmas Emmaus family!! 

You will never hear me uttering that dreadful phrase of “Happy Holi-

days”. I will respond to it with a cheery Merry Christmas. To me, this 

season is all about Christ’s birth and celebrating it.  

Sure, we put up the tree and decorations. The usual fun stuff. 

But that is just part of spreading the joy that comes from this 

time of celebration. My family lovingly (at 

least I hope so) calls me the Grinch. They even say 

that the movie was made after me. But I pray that no 

matter what else I do in life, I show them and all oth-

ers the love of Christ, especially during the Christmas season. Even 

when I am bah-humbugging about the decorations and all the shopping. 

I do love giving gifts even though I have a hard time shop-

ping for them. Nothing can top the gift that was given to 

us all. “For it is by grace that you have been saved, 

through faith – and this is not from yourselves, it is the 

gift of God – not by works, so that no one can boast.” Ephesians 2:8-9 

NIV 

The gift of our salvation through Christ our Lord, 

by faith, is the greatest gift the world has ever 

known. The only thing that will ever top it is His 

return. 

I am so thankful that you all supported me so much this past year as I 

served as your Community Lay Director. I still have another year on the 

board so I will be there to support your next CLD.  

I pray that you all have a safe and very Merry Christmas and a Happy 

New Year. 

I love you all! 

Steven Atkins 
2019 Community Lay Director 
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A Message From Our Spiritual Director 

 

                              

“It is never too late” 
 
“Everyone therefore who acknowledges Me before others, I also will acknowledge before My Father in 
heaven; but whoever denies Me before others, I also will deny before My Father in heaven.”  Matthew 
10:32-33 
 
I think many of you might have seen the rerun of the movie called Ben Hur.  The classic 
book written by a Civil War general, Lew Wallace, in 1880, was turned into a movie star-
ring Charlton Heston, which won the Academy Award for best movie in 1959.  It is a tower-
ing story of love, of suffering, of the struggle of good against evil, and finally of triumph.  
 
I mention this now for a couple of reasons.  First because it will probably show up this time of the year as 
we approach the Christmas season.  The second reason and to me most important is the story behind the 
story.  Judah Ben Hur the story’s hero grows up with his boyhood friend Messala.  Judah is a Jew and 
Messala a Gentile.  Judah is the heir of a very great and wealthy house in Jerusalem.   
 
Messala is a promising military man who trained in Rome as a soldier then returned to Jerusalem as the 
leader of the Roman occupation forces.  Because of Messala’s ambition an accident is used by Messala to 
have Ben Hur falsely arrested and sent to be one of the people who rowed a Roman military ship.  This 
should have been a death sentence for Ben Hur.  Ben Hur’s mother and sister were also arrested and im-
prisoned at the same time.   
 
Judah hates Messala and vows that he will live and return to Jerusalem to free his mother and sister.  
Slaves in such ships rarely lived for more than a year.  Judah had been rowing for three years when his 
ship was sunk in a naval battle.  He saved the commander of the ship and as a reward, was given his free-
dom and adopted by the commander, who was the top naval officer in the Roman navy, a very powerful 
and wealthy man. 
 
He returns to Jerusalem with all the wealth and power of his new identity, and 
confronts the astonished Messala, who assumed he had been dead for years.  The 
bitterness between the two men is in full display as the story continues.  The fate 
of Ben Hur’s mother and sister is hidden from Ben Hur by Messala and later in 
the movie they face each other in the Coliseum in a chariot race. 
 
Messala and Judah Ben Hur are the primary figures in the race and Messala is killed.  With his dying 
breath, Messala, out of spite, tells Judah the truth about his mother and sister living in a leper colony.  
The death of Messala leaves Judah an empty shell of his former self.   Finally, in desperation he goes to 
the leper colony to get his mother and sister to take them to Jesus to hopefully be healed. 
 
Unfortunately Jesus has just been crucified and seemingly all hope is gone.  In the end Ben Hur’s mother 
and sister are healed and all three accept Jesus Christ as their savior.  Call me old fashioned but I love 
this kind of movie.  It is a clean and wholesome movie that the whole family can enjoy.  Now I would like 
to tell you the second reason for telling you about the Ben Hur story. 
 
Lew Wallace was not a Christian when he began his study of the life of Christ.  Wallace was even antago-
nistic towards Christianity and was determined his thorough study of Christ’s life would kill this unbe-
lievable story of Jesus.  He set out to prove that Jesus was not God and if He had ever lived He was just a 
man.   
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Certainly the story of Jesus rising from the dead was all a hoax.  Wallace had set out to write a book 
denying that Jesus was the savior of the world and in the end he was consumed by his research and 
the undisputable evidence that Jesus was indeed the Messiah. 
 
The book he set out to write denying Jesus as savior became the book called Ben Hur.  Lew Wallace 
set out to prove that Jesus was not God and in the end he wrote Ben Hur to prove that Jesus was God.  
The book has a great story and was made into a really great movie; but the story behind the story is 
even better.  A man who did not believe in Jesus set out to prove that the Bible was a hoax and be-
came a believer.   
 
God’s word overwhelmed Lew Wallace and saved his life.  In this season when our thoughts 
turn to Advent and the life of Christ we need to reach out to our friends and loved ones who 
don’t believe that Jesus is God and our savior.  Far too often the whole reason for the season 
is lost to the people of the world.  Make an angel happy for Christmas and tell someone 
about the Lord of your life.  
 

De Colores:   

Pastor Wayne    
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The Board wants to say a very special thank you to all of those who 

turned out for the  November Gathering to vote! 

 

Congratulations to our newest Board Members: 

Gail Deans 

Pat Johnson 

John Baker  

Clay Morgan 

Pastor Bobby Carroll Huether 

 

So long and thank you for your years of service to our community: 

Tammy Boyce 

Denise Johnson 

George Annon 

Steve Johnson 

Pastor Dave Hackett 

 

Please pray for our Board for wisdom, discernment, and 

for ears to be open to the leading of The Holy Spirit! 
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Dec 5– Dec 8, 2019 
 

Southwest Indiana Emmaus 

Men’s Walk #59 

Petersburg, Indiana 

 

 

Cross Country Emmaus 

Men’s Walk #250 

Graford, Texas 

 

 

December.  I cannot believe it is December 2019 already.  How quickly this year has 

gone by.  This has been a year of ups and downs.  Good times and times of sorrow.  

This has been a year to see our Faithful Savior work in the midst of each and every sit-

uation.  And now it is our time to reflect on His birth and the gift of life Jesus brought 

by coming to earth as a man.  God in the flesh.  His birth gave those during that time 

an opportunity to see and touch the miracles and the love of God.  How thankful we 

are that God sent the Holy Spirit to dwell among us.  Yes, we are thankful and fully re-

ceive His perfect gift.  And also, for the opportunity to be His hands and feet in the 

world.  What a true gift the Walks to Emmaus are to all of us.  To not just the pilgrims, 

but to all who freely give.  Our gift to these 2 upcoming walks will be to join with other 

believers in prayer that the pilgrims on these pilgrimages see the hands and feet of Je-

sus through the team and communities.  And they will feel our love and support 

through prayer.           

De Colores and Merry Christmas,  Sandi Hicks, Outreach Chairperson 

 

Outreach 
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Articles From Your Fellow Community Members 

 What Emmaus Means to Me 

 

When I first heard of the Walk to Emmaus, I was familiar with the story from the Bible. Two of 

Jesus’ apostles were walking toward Emmaus after the Death and Resurrection of Jesus, when 

a stranger appeared to them and joined them. “Were not our hearts burning?” they later ex-

claimed when they realized it was the Resurrected Christ who had been their companion.  

After my walk it was my heart that was burning with the Grace and Love that Christ has given 

all of us to be forgiven. All my life I knew that Christ died on the cross, but what I did not real-

ize is that MY sins put Him on that Cross and He died for not only for ME but for all of us. I was 

truly saved on my Walk, and I got the message that every one of the talks emphasized. To put 

it simply we must save others. The talks are arranged in such an order that they build upon 

one another and help us to formulate a plan. But we are the ones who must make and execute 

the plan.  

This is not new information to most of you, but I am going to ask you, have you made and exe-

cuted your plan? Are you active in the Emmaus community? Do you attend the gatherings fre-

quently? Have you sponsored a pilgrim? Do you read the newsletter and keep abreast of the 

great information in it?  

Last spring we did not have a walk for either the men or the women due to lack of pilgrims. 

Pastor David Hackett challenged all of us to sponsor just ONE man or woman and we would fill 

both of the rosters, and he is right.  

Emmaus means bring others to Christ, don’t let this wonderful community and program fall to 

the wayside and let Christ down. He is counting on you.  

De Colores! 

Jean Baker 
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 GREATER IS HE! ES-110  

Hello Family!  

ES-110 was an amazing weekend! From the beautiful weather to the spirit filled 

talks. God delayed this walk to make sure the team that was supposed to be there 

was, as well as the pilgrims. He showed up and showed off to prove that “He who 

is in me is greater than he who is in the world.” Hallelujah!  

Steven Atkins ES-88  

WLD ES-110  
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ES111 “The God I Know” is behind us now but it was a walk filled with the joy of the 

Lord and The Holy Spirit was definitely with us!  

The pilgrims were blessed and definitely felt the Love of God in a mighty way!  

The whole team was humbled in watching God work and that is The God I Know! That is 

the God we all know! 

De Colores! 

Lynn Huether ALD 
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Brothers and Sisters In Christ, 

As we come to the close of another year, it is natural to reflect on all of the things that have 

come with it. When we do so hopefully we will recall times of joy and memories of what has 

been accomplished. However, we also may remember instances of lost or disappointment, 

heartache or times of sorrow.      The important thing to realize is that in the midst of all of 

the things that we may reflect on, even the positive; that the greatest blessing we have had 

in this year or any is the gift of Jesus Christ as our Savior.  

Another gift that we are so graciously given when accepting Christ into our hearts and lives 

is that of prayer. With that in mind, I’d like to invite each of you to join the Emmaus Prayer 

Team. The address to remember to receive updates or make a prayer request is Emmaus-

PrayerTeam@gmail.com. 

 

Blessings Through Christ, 

 

Steve Johnson 

Emmaus Prayer Team Coordinator 

757-894-5858 

 

 

 

Pray Without Ceasing- 

1 Thessalonians 5:17 

Prayer Chain 
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 The Summer Spectacular Shirt Sale Continues!! 

 

Hello Eastern Shore Community!   

We are continuing to sell all sweatshirts, crewneck and t-
shirts for $10.00 each.   Although the supply is low for 
sweats and crewnecks, we would like to sell out so we can 
bring in some new colors and styles.  We are especially excit-
ed for the artwork being turned in for our new logo.  See me at 
the gathering and buy while the price is low! 

Dan Hicks  

T-Shirt Sales 
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Roster, Newsletter, Website 

               “The Walk Way” 

             A newsletter for the       

                 Eastern Shore   

            Emmaus Community 

Greetings to everyone! The Emmaus     

Directory is being maintained by    

Allan Burns.  Please remember that if 

you notice errors in the current direc-

tory, please contact Allan by sending 

an e-mail to: 

   easternshoreemmaus@yahoo.com , 

 or send a note to P. O. Box 91, Frank-

town, VA 23354. 

Please send ANY updated information 

you may have such as addresses, mar-

riages, or deaths and email addresses.   

Allan has distributed the revised  

directory by e-mail. If you have a 

current email address on file, Allan 

will email the roster to you.  If you 

need a hard copy let Allan know. It 

is important to the community to 

keep the information as up to date 

as possible. Thank you!!!  

You may also request to be a part 

of the Eastern Shore Emmaus & 

Chrysalis Facebook Page—for com-

munity  only!  

Please make sure we know your 

walk number, too, if possible!!! 

The newsletter will be sent as soon 

as all articles are received as close 

to the first of the month as possi-

ble!  

Articles to be included in the Walk  

 

Way are to be sent to the editor on 

or by the 20th of the month before it 

is to be included (Dec. 20th for the 

January newsletter). 

Please be sure to check the Website 

often as we  give you current hap-

penings and we update Pilgrim  lists 

almost daily just before the walks! 

               (esemmaus.org) 

Blessings to each of you! 

 

 
 

As we approach the celebration of our Saviors birth, we think of gifts. We think 

of the gifts we received when we first walked on our weekend. How appropriate 

it is to be praying for those we can pass this gift on to. Just as we share the joy 

of our salvation, we need to share the joy of our Emmaus community. 

Let’s not wait until the last minute to fill these walks. 

Merry Christmas and De Colores! 

John Sutton  

Sponsorship Corner 



 

                  Eastern Shore Emmaus 

                          P. O. Box 91 

              Franktown, Virginia 23354 

  

                We are on the Web 

            www.esemmaus.org 

  


